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Editorial
OUR SPECIAL GUEST EDITOR

FOR PHOENIX MARTIAL ARTS
MAGAZINE

is GARY SIMPSON

| am very pleased to have been asked to
write the first editorial for this inaugural
edition of THE PHOENIX.

This magazine is dedicated to all martial
artists. It is hoped that future editions will
feature the thoughts and ideas of some of
our State's very finest martial arts
exponents. From long observation, we
certainly do have a wealth of talent in
Western Australia. | am constantly
surprised at the level of knowledge and
expertise of WA's martial arts practitioners
and the myriad of disciplines they
represent - everything from traditional
karate to the present popularity of kick-
boxing to esoteric forms of kung fu and
dozens of others.

It is apparent that we have quite a number
of very high ranking exponents including
Mr Branco Bratich of Yoseikan Budo
whose school is featured in this magazine.
Another example is Mr Jan de Jong of Ju
Jutsu Kan. Mr de Jong was one of my very
first instructors from some thirty years ago.
He is now ranked at ninth dan in ju-jutsu
and holds many other ranks in different
arts. Mr de Jong is revered throughout the
world for his knowledge and dedication. |
am hoping that in the not too distant future
Mr de Jong will grant us an interview and
share some of this thoughts.

But now let me examine some of the
articles that we have in our very first
edition.

| have written the lead article about
Western Australia’'s new weapons
legislation and its significance to martial
arts practitioners who use traditional
martial arts weapons in the pursuit of their
art. If you are one of those people who
train with these weapons then you should
make it your business to understand the
requirements of these new laws. It could
be expensive for you if you don't, not to
mention embarrassing. But enough of my
article, who else is in this edition?

| have already mentioned Yoseikan Budo.
Branco has provided us with a profile of
one of his up and coming students, Mr
‘Duncan Scott. It seems that Duncan will
be one to watch out for in the future,
particularly if karate is admitted to the
2004 or 2008 Olympic games.

Steve Stevenson from Progressive Martial
Arts has written a very enlightening
article on cross training specifically for the
martial arts. Steve is quite a prolific writer
on such matters and | am sure our readers
will find his series of articles very
interesting indeed.

In this issue Kevin Junior has listed the
kickboxing tournament rankings, there is a
feature article from Fillipino Sensei
Surminda E. Panelo who specialises in
Shotokan Karate and Grand Master
Ramon Abilia Papellero who is one of the
most qualified martial arts instructors in
the Philippines. We also have a medical
page, a report on the WA Martial Arts
1999 Hall of Fame from Ramon Lawrence,
an article on Hapkido by Alan Henderson
and lots of other interesting articles and
information. All in all | think you will find
this edition has something for everybody.

We sincerely hope that the magazine can
be informative in an apolitical sort of way.
We realise that not everybody agrees with
the teaching methods of everybody else. It
would be a very boring old world if that
were the case. This magazine will not
become a forum for any rivalry or mud-
slinging as other similar magazines have
chosen to do in the past. We would like to
hear from any organisations that have
something positive or interesting to say. It
is my sincere desire that any differences
and rivalry between the different clubs and
styles can be put aside for a common
cause. The future of THE PHOENIX is in
your hands.

Finally, my congratulations to Margaret
Stewart, Aust Sea Publishing and Nazmie
Mosaval, D6 Graphics for daring to get
this project off the ground in co-ordinating,
designing and printing a professional
magazine for all martial artists.

| hope you enjoy our first issue and all our
subsequent issues. THE PHOENIX is
rising!

Gary Simpson - Guest Editor.
November 1999
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spoken about and much awaited
ntrol legislation” has finally

other states of Australia can brace
themselves because it won't be too long
before all states and territories of Australia
will embrace similar legislation.

In Western Australia it is simply called
“Weapons Bill 1998".

| must admit when | first saw it | shuddered to
think what the thirty or so pages contained.
Was some quasi-legal Government boffin
going to take away one of my most beloved
recreational pursuits? As a martial artist of
some thirty years standing was the
Government going to prevent me from
engaging in one of my passions ? You see |
train not only in karate but also with ancient
Okinawan and Japanese feudal weapons.
Strange you might think? Well some people
enjoy exploring caves, others parachute out
of aeroplanes and others spend hours poring
over stamp collections. To each his own.

A quick flick through this document
heightened my fear. | saw specific words
such as naginata, manrikigusari, sai and jitte
littered through out the pages. My immediate
reaction, prior to proper examination, was:
“Oh no. Here we go again” - yet another
example of the “nanny state syndrome.” Then
| read the document properly. In fact, | read it
from cover to cover three times.

There has obviously been a lot of thought put
into the “Weapons Bill 1998 | could not
imagine the team of legislators responsible
for it going through martial arts

AUSTRALIA'S
LEGISLATION

by Gary Simpson

5 T : A - the
relationship of the Act to existing laws and
the power of the Parliament.

Because there was no date on the Bill, |
telephoned the Ministry of Police which is the
ministry responsible for its introduction. |
spoke to a gentleman who identified himself
as a Policy Advisor. He stated that the Bill
would be proclaimed on 1 September 1999
and would be enforced six months thereafter,
namely 1 March 2000.

From the point of view of the martial arts and
how this legislation will affect legitimate
martial arts practitioners, which is what this

article is primarily about, it is probably
pertinent at this point to give the definitions
within this Act of the terms “controlled
weapons” and “prohibited weapons.”

The Act states that a “controlled weapon”
means (a) an article prescribed by regulations
to be a controlled weapon; or

(b) any other article, not being a firearm or a
prohibited weapon, made or modified to be




10 - Metal whip - various specialised
chinese kung fu whips are detailed.

11 - Pressure point weapon - surprisingly
even the relatively innocuous kubotan is
listed.

12 - Pronged weapon - sai and jitte martial
arts weapons are mentioned.

13 - Sickle or scythe weapon - kama and
kusarigama martial arts weapons are noted.
14 - Spear - the little known and even less
used Japanese yari spear is specifically
noted.

15 - Spear gun - of the underwater variety
and other.

16 - Spray weapon (oleoresin capsicum) -
anything able to discharge oleoresin
capsicum.

17 - Studded weapon - any studded article
such as a studded glove or belt.

18 - Sword - all swords but specifically
butterfly swords, katanas, wakazashis and
tantos.

19 - Throwing blade or knife - specific
mention is made of a ninja kyoketsu shoge.
20 - Throwing star - martial arts shuriken or
shaken.

21 - Weighted chain or cord weapon -
kusari fundo, manrikigusari, suruchin are
noted.

From my point of view there seems to be a
great bias towards specifically listing even
the most esoteric, exotic and in many
instances extremely rare asian martial arts
weapons.

Pardon me, but didn't ancient Greek and
Roman gladiators also use specific

spear than a yari?

to list almost every Asian based martial arts

The list of “prohibited weapons" is somewhat
more limited in number but more general in
scope. The legislators must have deemed
these as extremely dangerous. Not many
martial arts weapons have been completely
banned but there are a few that have.
Fortunately, they happen to be the insidious
ones which have been more recently
developed for modern society criminals. The
listed prohibited weapons are as follows:

1 - Acoustic shock weapon - a device
emitting a sound to injure or disable.

2 - Ballistic knife - an article able to
discharge a knife.

3 - Blow pipe - an article used to discharge
a missile using air from the mouth.

4 - Butterfly knife - a knife within a folded
two piece handle - specifically the balisong.
5 - Catapult (with arm brace) - specifically
known as the “Saunders Falcon Hunting
Sling.”

6 - Commercially produced catapult -
same as above but without the arm brace.

7 - Disguised knife or sword - the “Bowen”
knife belt or sword in a cane or stick.

8 - Electric shock weapon - any article able
to deliver an electric current.

9 - Electromagnetic weapon - any article
able to emit electromagnetic radiation.

10 - Extendable baton - any baton able to
be elongated.

11 - Flick knife or switchblade - any
concealed blade able to be sprung into

position.

12 - Knuckle dusters - any article worn on
the knuckles to increase punching power.
13 - Knuckle knife - any blade protruding
through knuckles - specifically the “Urban
Pal”. %
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But what happens if an over zealous police
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from their training hall, sees the weapons
and confiscates them. | can hear it now.
“Good evening sir. This is a random breath
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you away.

says this:"

“A person who has immediate control of
a business does not commit an offence
under  section 8(1) if the person carries or
possesses the article at a part of the
business premises -

(a) that is not in the view of the public; and (b)
to which the public does not usually have
access for the purpose of using it in lawful
defence at the business premises in
circumstances that the person has
reasonable grounds to apprehend may
arise.”

This is another little concession for the hard
working business owners who are continually
targetted by drug-crazed lunatics
brandishing all manner of weapons while
demanding money and/or drugs. The biggest
targets are delicatessens, pizza shops,
chemists, fuel outlets or any businesses
open after dark. Some poor souls have been

invaded dozens of times. Alarmingly, blood
filled syringes are often used, but they
haven't cracked even a single mention in the
legislation. On the other hand the term
“martial arts” has been used no less than
twenty eight times.

The above quoted wording taken directly
from the legislation is probably in response to
all the business proprietors who are so sick
and tired of being continually attacked. Many
of them cannot sell their businesses. Who in
their right mind would want to buy them?
Theyhavasimplyshuuheirshopsandjoinad
the lines of the dole queues. Now instead of
being continually told that you can't fight
back, you can simply pull your trusty
Japanese yari spear out from behind the
counter and wield it menacingly in the face of
the syringe armed blood squirﬁng assailants.

éa h»aﬁﬂi thlfs Aet is an all

It remains to be seen whether this legislation
it was undoubtedly intended. Or will the very
learned criminal defence lawyers twist it into
another piece of tangled legislative licorice
that does more to threaten innocent people
than bring real evil-doers to proper justice?
We will wait and see...

Gary Simpson
17 August 1999
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SOMA can provide training, tournaments, gradings (after a qualifying period and assessment)
and a whole host of other benefits. For more information about how you or your martial arts
organisation can join the Society of Martial Arts please contact admin@societyofmartialarts.com
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